
 
          THE GRAPEVINE  

“Speak to me, I will listen with the heart” 
 

As parents, one of the greatest joys is when our child opens his or her heart to us. We feel fulfilled in who 
we are. We know that we can’t force it to happen. We know it rarely happens when we are tired or cranky 
or busy or distracted. We know that such a sharing touches something very deep within us and within our 
child. 
 
God too is a parent…one who has made it clear that listening to the desires of our hearts is of highest 
importance. God is never tired, cranky, busy, distracted, rather God is just waiting for us to crawl up into the 
divine lap and pour out our heart. Unbelievable as it seems, God listens to each of us as though we were the 
only one. We may find that hard to understand as we complain that our prayers go unanswered but we have 
to ask ourselves what type of prayers are they. Are they just words we repeat with our hearts far away? Are 
they orders given to God to make life easier – don’t let the boss be angry? Find me the parking spot? Let us 
get a good price for the house? We are more than these concerns, we have deeper needs and God knows 
this. Something deeply human within us blossoms when we share heart to heart with God. 
 
This Lent, take some quiet moments with God. Perhaps when waiting to pick up the kids, when putting the 
washing out, during a lull at work, ask yourself, “What is my heart feeling?” and share that with God.   
 
Loving God, you want us to draw close to you. Send up your Spirit so that we may see how much you loved us 
by sending us your Son. May the example of Jesus inspire our prayer. We ask this in his name confident that 
you will hear us.  

Sr Kym Harris osb   
 
Dear Families 
 
Thank you to all those parents who attended our parent teacher interviews this week. Thank you to our 
teachers who have spent many hours preparing for these important sessions which allow valuable 
communication to occur. If you missed out on making an appointment, please see your classroom teacher.  
 
Over the past term we have had a great deal of fun with our ‘Guess the Teacher’ competition. There has 
been much discussion occurring in front of Mrs Pobar’s blackboard, some interesting ‘interviewing’ of staff 
and fantastic sleuthing all round. Congratulations to those who have won each week. The competition will 
continue next term extending to our Teacher Assistants and Support staff.  
 
As we enter our final week of the term I invite all of our families and friends to 
participate in our liturgies which will be held next week. These liturgies mark a 
significant time in our Church year as we remember the journey of Jesus Christ.  
 
Have a great week everyone. 
Julie 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 
31/03 Last Day Term 1 
17/04 First Day Term 2 

 

Term 1 Week 9 
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KCD Cross Country 
Congratulations to all students who competed in the KCD 
cross country held at Taranganba State School yesterday. 
We thank TSS for hosting the carnival. St Benedict’s 
students performed very well with Jed Harris, Lachlan Fry, 
Harpa Quigley and Ella Laverty being selected to compete 
at the Rockhampton District trials next term. We wish 
them the best of luck.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fourth Week of Lent   

This week through Project Compassion we learn about Thu, who lives in 
Vietnam. When Thu was 12 years old, he stepped on an unexploded land mine 
and lost his leg. Living with a disability in rural Vietnam presented many 
challenges for Thu, who worked mainly as a rice farmer. Thu also took on the 
role of caring for his wife, Linh, after she suffered a stroke. 

Determined to turn their lives around, Thu and Linh joined the Empowerment 
of People with Disabilities program, run by Caritas Australia’s local partner in 
Vietnam, the Centre for Sustainable Rural Development (SRD).     

For Thu, the greatest impact the program has had is enabling the change in 
Linh’s physical and mental wellbeing. With the support of a physiotherapist, 
Linh can now walk short distances with the aid of a walking stick.   

Watch a short film about Thu’s story here.  

Please support Project Compassion: www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion  

 
Project Compassion Fundraiser 

This year we are holding a raffle to raise money to support Caritas Australia 
and their Project Compassion campaign. We are asking for donations of 
Easter eggs from families. The raffle will be drawn on Friday 31 March at 
approximately 2:15 pm. Tickets will be 20c and they will be for sale before 
school during the last week of term. Easter Egg donations can be left in the 
office. 

 

Holy Week Liturgies 

During the last week of school, classes will present Holy Week Liturgies. The students will retell the story of 

Jesus’s life as we journey towards Easter. Liturgies will be held in the shed. A timetable of Stations is 

included below.  Parents and friends of our St Benedict’s community are invited to attend these liturgies.   

Palm Sunday (4R) – Wednesday 29 March:  8:40 am 

Holy Thursday (4B) – Thursday 30 March:  8:40 am 

Crucifixion (5G) – Friday 31 March:  8:40 am 

Resurrection (5D) – Friday 31 March 2:00 pm 

 

Chrism Mass Invitation 

Bishop Michael has extended an invitation for all to join in the celebration of the Chrism Mass, being held 

at 10:00 am on Thursday, 30 March at St Joseph’s Cathedral. This is a marvellous opportunity for the 

Diocese to gather with our clergy as they conclude their time of pre-Easter gathering. At the Mass, the oils 

of Catechumens and of the sick will be blessed, and the chrism consecrated, to be used in Sacraments 

across all our communities for the next year. For those unable to attend in person you can watch the Mass 

live, or later, via the St Joseph’s Cathedral You Tube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StJosephsCathRton 

This is an important celebration for our Diocese and as we lead into Holy Week. 
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Year 5 Benedictine Retreat 

Year 5 participated in a retreat on Tuesday. This retreat focussed on the focus Benedictine gift for year 5 – 

Prayer. The students played team games to examine the virtues of Trust, Commitment, Purposefulness and 

Patience. They also investigated how believers pray in many different religions. The students found out 

how Jesus taught the disciples to pray the Our Father. They considered how Christians still pray this prayer 

today. The students chose activities to complete which included, meditation, painting prayer stones and 

threading rosary beads.     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Yarning with Mrs Semple 

This week, the school community send a big “Congratulations” to year 5 and 6 students, who completed 

the ‘Deadly Choices : Good Quick Tukka’ program. A health education program aimed at giving 

participants the knowledge to make healthy lifestyle choices, whilst supporting participants to be positive 

role models and mentors for their families, peer group and community by leading a healthy lifestyle. 

This program is facilitated by mentors working for the IUIH (Institute for Indigenous Urban Health).  

This program enables students to earn a ‘deadly choices’ apron. Well done to these students, who showed 

great enthusiasm in learning about healthy choices and being present at every session.  Kiarah and Stephen 

(mentors) expressed gratitude for students outstanding behavior and willingness to learn. 

 



Gymnastics Program 
 
This term our students have been participating in a gymnastics program during Physical Education lessons. 
These sessions enhance our students balance, spatial awareness and coordination, all vital elements to the 
developmental growth of children. Without these children often struggle to read, write and have an 
awareness of number and shape. Thank you to Mrs Paula Osborne for organising this great opportunity for 
our students.  

 

 
 
Tuckshop News 
 
Thank you Maggie, Tanya, Sarah and Kylie for your help this week.  
 
Week 10 Tuesday special - Bacon, lettuce, tomato and mayo wrap.  
 
Don't forget pie orders for Friday must be ordered by 830 am Thursday morning.  
 
I have put up a list of dates for Term 2 on Quickcliq where I need volunteers to help in tuckshop. Feel free 
to click on any dates that suit you. Tea and coffee and morning tea is provided. I guarantee you'll have a 
great time.   
 
Louise Hayes  
0427 233 186 
 
 



 
 

          Happy Birthday to 

Cooper Wex  20 March 05 Years 
Olivia Flannigan 23 March 05 Years 
Leilah Blurton  24 March 05 Years 
Adam Park  20 March 07 Years 
Asher Simmons 22 March 10 Years 
Jax Keating  23 March 10 Years 
Beau Robertson 25 March 10 Years 
Lane Holden  26 March 10 Years 
Audrey Schlencker 23 March 11 Years 
Lane Perry  24 March 11 years 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prep Echidnas - Term 1 
The Prep Echidnas have been very busy this term learning all about 
school at St Benedict’s. This is what they had to say about why they 
love Prep and what their favourite thing to do is… 

 

Leilah: My favourite part of Prep is playing in the hairdressers. 
Caius: My favourite part of Prep is playing outside with 
Fletcher from the Bilbies. 
Marlow: I love drawing mermaids and tigers.  
Charlie: My favourite thing to do in Prep is play in the hairdressers and play on the 
playground. 
Nera: My favourite part of Prep is going to the library to get 
some new books to read. 
Austin: My favourite thing about Prep is drawing words and 
letters and pictures. 

Zander: I love playing in the jungle and in Bunnings. I also love pirates. 
Olivia: I love doing painting. 
Reggie: My favourite things about Prep are the books and playdough and Bunnings 
and the hairdressers and magnetics. 
Billy: My favourite thing is the hairdressers and Bunnings.         
Lexi: I love the monkey bars and I love the fishing game. 
Cadence: I love playing with toys and I love doing prayer. 
Hudson: I love doing the puzzles. 
Carson: My favourite thing to do is play in Bunnings. 
Amelia: My favourite part of Prep is the prayer because we’re praying to God and I 
do like drawing.  
Chloe: I love playing with playdough. 
Stella: I love painting the weather and having tuckshop. 
Brynn: I love playing in Bunnings and I love playing outside. 
Jonathan: I love doing prayer at school. I love to play in Bunnings. 
Yrah: My favourite thing about Prep is going to the library. 
William: My favourite thing about Prep is playing with the jungle because it’s got a 
lot of cool animals. 
Alice: I like doing the prayer and playing in the salon and doing the alphabet train. I 
like doing everything! 
Mia: I love to play in hairdressers and I love to learn. 
Conor: I like playing on the playground. 
Banjo: I love playing on the playground. I like to do drawing and painting. 
 
 

   
 

 

 


