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A vison to live by
My grandfather died when I was 42. He was 96 and lived well until three days before he died. I was amazed
at the number of people at his funeral, far more than his family. He had never been in public office, had never
done anything ‘great’ but all those people said the same thing about him over and over: ‘he was so good to
us.’ Poppy was a pensioner, with no extra money, but he gave them what he had, kindness and interest. At
his funeral, I thought, I want to be like that when I am old, and a response came from his spirit, ‘you start
today’. Poppy left me with a vision to live by. Being kind and being interested in people is a great service to
give.
This coming Saturday the Church celebrates the Feast of the Transfiguration. This commemorates the time
in Jesus’ life, when for a brief few moments, he let his disciples, Peter, James and John, see his glory, see
what the goal of their lives was. They did not understand at the time, but it gave them a vision to live by.
Decades later, Peter was writing about it, saying how it helped him understand the mystery of suffering and
future glory. Twenty-five years later, I am still learning just how profound kindness and interest are in
people’s lives, still unpacking Poppy’s vision. And not just me. Whenever I met up with my siblings, stories
of Poppy invariably get told.
What is the vision that you live by? Who has inspired you, giving you an insight into becoming a better person,
a person you would be proud to be? Over this next week, ponder on this, and when you have clarified your
thoughts and ideals, share them with your children. It may be one of the best gifts you ever give them.
Loving God, you have sent good people into my life, people who I admire. Let me learn from their wisdom and
let it give me a vision to live by, a vision to share with my child/ren. I ask this in Jesus’ name, confident that
you will hear me.

Dear Families
The safety of our students is always our highest priority. As our school increases in size so does the need
for extra precautions to be put in place, inside and outside, our school grounds. As part of this the
Queensland Government has committed to the installation of flashing school zone signs (FSZS) in the
Laceys Road school zone. The planned works are scheduled to occur between now and June 2023. We
thank the Queensland Government for their support of this initiative and look forward to the benefits it will
bring.
Along with this, all families were sent an email last week informing them of the updates which have been
made to our mobile device/wearable technology guidelines. These guidelines were ratified by our School
Board at our last meeting after much consultation over the past year. I thank the Board for their guidance
and wisdom in establishing the procedures which will greatly assist with, the ongoing safety of our students
and ensure classroom learning is consistent and without interruption.

Our Year 4, 5 & 6 students attended the St Ursula’s St Brendan’s Combined School Musical on Tuesday
morning. From all accounts ‘GREASE’ was a hit! Students and teachers thoroughly enjoyed the fantastic
music and dancing. Congratulations to both schools on another very successful performance and we thank
them for inviting our students to attend. Tickets are still on sale for this weekend if families would like to
see the performance.
Parent Teacher Interviews
Our semester two parent/teacher interviews will be held next Monday 8 and Tuesday 9 August for all
classes except Year 1. Year 1 teachers will hold interviews later in the term. Bookings can be made via the
SOBS booking site. You will have access to the site up until Sunday 7 August. Please use the following link to
make a booking. If you require any further information please call the school office.
PLEASE BE AWARE YEAR 2B INTERVIEWS ARE TO BE RESCHEDULED DUE TO MRS BLYDE HAVING COVID
Please use this link to make a booking
https://sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=741

Catholic Education Week Act of Kindness Morning Tea
It was lovely to see so many people join us for our Act of kindness morning tea on Friday. Our very clever
Prep students spoke and sang beautifully. We also bopped along to music from the combined St Ursula’s
and St Brendan’s Jazz Band, and the St Brendan’s contemporary band. Thank you to both schools for
contributing to the entertainment.

Bishop’s Jubilee
Tomorrow, Mrs Langdon and a group of students will travel to Rockhampton to attend the Jubilee Mass of
Celebration for the priests in our Diocese. The Mass will be held at Holy Family Church, beginning at 10am.
Yeppoon Choral Society
Congratulations to our St Benedict’s students who participated in the musical – A Christmas Carol. These
talented students contributed to an entertaining performance provided by local artists. We hope to see
their names up in lights in the future.

Landcare Group
Each week Mrs Emily Rowlands coordinates our Landcare Group. These students take care of our creek
area, weed, monitor plant growth and enjoy this beautiful part of our school. Over the past few weeks the
students have also been engaging in some photography of this area. They have entered some of these into
a photography competition, these are some of the beautiful images they have captured.
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Library News

We were very lucky to have the 2022 Scholastic Book
fair come and visit our school last week. This year’s
theme was ‘Dive into Reading’, and I am sure all the
students had a chance or two to come into our
underwater Library to explore, read and even
purchase some of the new and amazing books on
offer. This year’s sales were unbelievable with our
school selling just over $7200.00 worth of
merchandise!!! Therefore, we receive just over
$2200.00 worth of product from Scholastic FREE! So,
a huge thank you goes out to our very supportive
students and their families. Another massive thank
you goes out to everyone that helped Mrs Dendle and
Mrs Achilles with the set up in the library – it really
did look wonderful!
Have a great rest of the week!

Prep Bilby News
We have been busy little Bilbies! We are now reading, writing, and learning more about
numbers to 20. We have been doing so many amazing things, but we would need lots of pages
to show you all our work. So, here are some highlights.

Religion

Show and Tell

This term in Religion we have been learning about
The Creation Story. Through play, we have recreated
and retold the creation story in our block corner. Look
at what we have created!

Our show and tell this term is to bring in a favourite
book to share with the class. I love reading and
listening to all these beautiful books. Some of the
books are very funny as well! We have been having a
giggle at some of the books our friends have been
sharing with us. Particularly this one!

Play
We have also been doing what we do best in Prep and that is PLAYING! We love the block corner, and we are
becoming very creative with what we can build.

Our most favourite thing to play on is OUR NEW PLAYGROUND! Thank you to our wonderful P&F for our new
playground. Prep absolutely love it!

